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1. strengthen friendly relations and cooperation 

between China and southeast Asian countries 

Has an important strategic significance 

1.1   China has always attached a great importance to developing 

good-neighborly and friendly relationship with neighboring 

countries.

1.2   Southeast Asia in China's peripheral relations have an important 

unique status. 



1.1 China has always attached a great importance to developing good-

neighborly and friendly relationship with neighboring countries.

1.1.1. At the beginning of the founding of new China, it has established the "five 

principles of peaceful coexistence", and on the basis of the coexistence it 

has positively developed the friendly relations with neighboring countries.

1.1. 2. After entering the new century, developed the foreign strategy of" 

stabilizing the surroundings, being based on the Asia-pacific, reaching out 

to the world ".Since then, it has proposed that " surrounding is the primary " 

to determine the importance of diplomacy in China's diplomatic situation 

around.

1.1. 3. After the eighteenth people's Congress, it further highlights the important 

role of the surroundings in China Development and overall diplomacy.

1.1. 4. In 2013, President Xi Jinping and Premier Li Keqiang densely visited 

more than 10 surrounding countries.

1.1. 5. In October 2013, the central the first time held the Diplomatic work 

forum ,which makes China's relations with neighboring countries entering 

into a new era.



1.2 Southeast Asia in China's surrounding relations 

has an important unique status.

1.2.1.  Many Southeast Asian countries and China are linked by mountains , rivers , 

similar humanities and blood. The two sides have special geopolitical, economic 

and security interests.

1.2.2.  The friendly exchange between China with Southeast Asian countries has a long 

history, and China has long maintained a close political economic and cultural links 

with many countries.

1.2.3.  After the 1990s, China and Southeast Asian countries consolidated, restored and 

established diplomatic relations, so that bilateral relations have entered a new stage.

1.2.4.  China established strategic partnership with ASEAN in ten years, the two sides 

enhanced mutual political trust, increased contacts at all levels. Through dialogue, 

exchange and communication, they have deepen mutual understandings. In 

international and regional affairs kept close communication and coordination, and 

jointly safeguard the interests of developing countries.



2. Overseas Chinese to strengthen relations between China 

and southeast Asia has irreplaceable an unique advantages.

2.1 Overseas Chinese emigrated to Southeast Asia has a long history.

2.2 Overseas Chinese have played an important role in promoting the 

relationship between China and southeast Asian countries.

2.3 Entering the new period, overseas Chinese still has a great potential.



2.1 Overseas Chinese emigrated to Southeast Asia 

has a long history.

2.1.1.  Southeast Asia is the home to Chinese traditional. History 

proves that Chinese settling in Southeast Asia began in the 

Tang dynasty. After a long journey, the Southeast Asia 

overseas Chinese played a unique role for social progress, 

economic development in the region.

2.1.2.  After World War II, with the Southeast Asian countries to 

get rid of the Western colonial rule, they have established 

nation state, Southeast Asia Chinese community is gradually 

transformed into Chinese society. Ethnic Chinese in 

Southeast Asia is becoming an integral part of the nation's 

local.



2.2 Overseas Chinese have played an important role in promoting the 

relationship between China and southeast Asian countries.

1. At the beginning of the founding of new China, China invited a large 

number of overseas Chinese to China to visit Southeast Asia countries. At 

the same time, it fully introduced the development and change of new 

China through Southeast Asia Chinese newspaper, and enhance the 

understanding of China ,understand the relevant countries and eliminate 

the misunderstanding.

2. Since the 1970s, in the process of diplomatic, development of friendly 

relations and the establishment of diplomatic ,the Chinese social elite were 

devoted to the matchmaking and fueled. Because the Chinese economy in 

Southeast Asia is abundant, they should be in close collaboration with local 

dignitaries, strongly influence the local government's attitude and policy.

3. At the beginning of China's reform and opening up, a host of southeast Asian 

Chinese entrepreneurs become navigator of foreign investment of China. It 

has brought much-needed capital, technology and management idea for 

China's reform and opening up, which promotes the exchange and 

cooperation of China and Southeast Asia countries.



2.3  In the new period, overseas Chinese still has a great potential.

2.3.1. First, overseas Chinese in Southeast Asia has an absolute advantage in 

numbers. 

2.3.2. The political passion and political status of overseas Chinese have 

important promotion. 

2.3.3. The overseas Chinese in Southeast Asia has a strong economic strength. 

2.3.4. Overseas Chinese and Chinese organizations are an important force in 

promoting friendly relations between the local and the Chinese.

2.3.5. Chinese media is an important platform to promote mutual understanding 

between China and Southeast Asian countries.

2.3.6.Chinese culture has a very strong historical connection between China and 

Southeast Asia.



•According to the theory of public diplomacy, the population scale is the 

basic condition of ethnic groups in the political process. 

•According to the study, which is wrote by Professor Zhuang Guotu from 

Xiamen University, about 70% above the current global overseas Chinese 

lives in Southeast Asia. The total number of overseas Chinese in Southeast 

Asia is about 33,486,000, which is accounted for 6% of the total population 

in Southeast Asia, and 73.5% of global 45,430,000 overseas Chinese. 

Among them, Chinese immigrants and their families in Southeast Asia after 

in the 1980 of the 20th century are at least 2.5 million or more. 

2.3.1. First, overseas Chinese in Southeast Asia has an absolute 

advantage in numbers.



 Malaysia :In 2013, during the the Malaysia 13th national 
election, Chinese votes becomes critical.

 Indonesia:In 2009, 8 Chinese ,such as Lee Cheung-sheng, 
Zhong Wanxue, Zeng Zhaozeng, were elected MP, 6 Chinese 
representatives elected regional board members. Huang 
Nushan is the First Chinese who elected to Pontianak County 
magistrate. 

 Philippine : more than 10 Chinese  are members of Congress. 
In 2007, the 77-years old Chinese candidate Alfredo Lim was 
elected by a landslide, the Mayor of Manila, the Philippine 
capital. 

 Thailand: in Thailand over two-thirds of its members of 
Parliament are of Chinese descent . in recent years, whose 
leader Thaksin and ABHISIT, are Chinese

2.3.2. The political passion and political status of overseas Chinese

have an important promotion.



2.3. 3. The overseas Chinese in Southeast Asia 

has a strong economic strength.

• According to the latest research results of the Professor Zhuang 

Guotu’s research team, only the assets  of Southeast Asian Chinese 

is the lowest estimate of about $1.5051 trillion. Of these, five 

Southeast Asian countries account for 95 percent of the Southeast 

Asian Chinese business assets.



2.3.4. Overseas Chinese and Chinese organizations are an 

important force in promoting friendly relations between the local 

and the Chinese.

•To July 2006, there are more than 600 million overseas Chinese in 

Malaysia. The number of Chinese Associations is about more than 

8000, and more than 700 Chinese have been made of a community.



2.3.5. Chinese media is an important platform to promote mutual 

understanding between China and Southeast Asian countries.

•In Malaysia, these are 18 Chinese-language newspapers 

totally, 63 Chinese-language journals, which has the most 

Chinese-language dailies in overseas countries. 

•Singapore has 5 Chinese-language newspapers, 2 Chinese-

language periodicals, with a total circulation of more than 

600,000 copies. 



2.3.6.Chinese culture has a very strong historical connection 

between China and Southeast Asia.

•Southeast Asia has strong thought of their ethnic culture identity, 

through ways such as communication, education, traditional 

Chinese festivals, traditional Chinese culture and national 

identity  get more memory and continue. 



3.How to play the unique role of overseas Chinese to promote 

relations between China and southeast Asian countries 

3.1  emphasize win-win, stimulate the initiative of overseas Chinese.

3.2  Focusing with the aid of nation key people, focus on community, 

enhance mutual understanding and trust between the Chinese and foreign.

3.3   to strengthen economic cooperation, and promote regional 

cooperation and win-win.

3.4  to expand cultural exchanges, promote cultural influence.

3.5  with the aid of overseas Chinese media, showing "real China" and 

establish a good image.




