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Ⅰ China and Thailand ’s attitude  

on  the Issue of Kampuchea

1. China firmly supported the Kampuchea’s 

struggle of anti- Vietnam

 After the occurrence of the Kampuchea 

issue, China is the most closely related to 

the state of the country, in addition to the 

ASEAN countries.

 China is the the most solid backing to 

Kampuchea people's struggle.



Ⅰ2. From the sidelines to support: the 

changes of Thailand’s policy to  

Kampuchea

（1） At the beginning, Thailand take a two-sided  policy.

（2） Thailand's policy from the reconciliation to a more 
clear, firm position, and to take a series of measures.

（3） In 1980, the Thailand completely abandoned the 
neutral and the position of reconciliation, instead of a hard 
line.



The reason of Thailand ’policy changes : 

 Refugee ： The number of refugees from 
Kampuchea to ASEAN and Hongkong in June 
1979 to October

 The  armed conflict at the border of Thai-
Vietnam in June 1980 

Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct

Malaysia 74,817 65,045 55,975 49,748 42,681

Indonesia 42,939 46,810 45,708 43,978 40,715

Thailand 172,145 175,227 172,805 168,897 64,347

Philippines 5,131 5,526 5,651 6,311 6,259

Singapore 445 1,098 1,260 2,025 1,580

Hongkong 59,003 66,651 66,106 65,206 62,591



（4） The shift in Thailand's position is 

crucial to ASEAN

 ASEAN thirteenth ministerial meeting

 ASEAN fourteenth ministerial meeting

 ASEAN foreign ministers' meeting of the 

sixteenth



II    China and Thailand ’s  cooperation 

on the Issue of Kampuchea

 China has been fighting for Thailand,
promised to give full support to the
attack in Thailand.

 In 1978, only Deng Xiaoping received
5 group visiter from Thailand, China
sent a clear signal to Thailand:
China's opposition to Vietnam's
expansion.



 China attaches importance to the role of
Thailand in Kampuchea, and has
repeatedly stressed the first cooperation
with Thailand.



III The influence of the Kampuchea

issue on the relationship of Sino-Thai

 The Kampuchea issue is a new opportunity 

for PRC after the establishment of friendly 

relations between China and Thailand.

 The Kampuchea issue has contributed to the 

settlement of relations between China and 

ASEAN, and the settlement of relations 

between China and ASEAN, which, in turn, 

has been an obstacle to the development of 

Thailand's close relationship with China.



Conclusion

Toward the issue of Kampuchea , China take
a clear-cut stand against Vietnam.
Thailand's attitude experienced the change
which from the sidelines to support, and
then to strengthen cooperation with China.
China and Thailand established mutual
trusty and friendly relationship basing
common benefit. The issue of Kampuchea
is the beginning that the relationship
between China and Thailand can become
an example of friendly cooperation between
countries of different social systems.




