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1.1 Statement of the Problems
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1.1 Statement of the Problems
Education is the heart and the important foundation of national
development. Since it is the development of the most important point in the
countries’ development process which is "human resource", and being
considered as a particularly important social capital in every stage of the
development process, especially in economic because education makes workers
more efficient, results in increased efficiency and productivity. Education is also
an important factor in developing countries in all aspects, including society,
politics as well as country protection in the era of globalization, where both
domestic and international societies changing rapidly and without borders.

1.1 Statement of the Problems
Therefore, education for the public is a top priority in every country in order to deal
with new challenges and problems. The government needs to educate the public in a thorough
and qualitative manner so that people become effective social capital and being perfect citizens
of the country. In order for people to be thoroughly educated and qualified, it is necessary to
define a clear and practical education policy, also assess the success of policy implementation.

For Thailand, "education" means learning process for the growth of individuals and
society, by transferring knowledge, training, cultural inheritance, getting creative to
maintain academic progress, creation of knowledge resulting from the environment and
social learning, supporting individuals to learn continuously throughout life (Section 4 of The
National Education Act of 1999, Second Amendment in 2002 and Third Amendment in
2010).

1.1 Statement of the Problems
Under the concept of "Education Improve People’s Ability, People Built the Nation", it is clear
that education is at the heart of a sustainable, prosperous and sustainable development. In the
past, the budget approved by the Thai government to the Ministry of Education was the highest
proportion compared to the national budget each year. In 2017, the Ministry of Education
received a budget of 538,749.5 million baht or 20.54 percent of the national budget. No
matter how much budget from the government, if the Ministry cannot manage to keep up with
the changing times and respond to the needs of the world, investing in education budget is
worthless. By nowadays, the world is driven quickly, particularly in the technology and become
a full digital age. Educational policy making is a challenge. It needs to integrate cooperation from
all sectors in the country and international cooperation to develop a modern education system to
respond to the needs of the world, as well as solving domestic problems effectively and having
desirable effect.

1.1 Statement of the Problems
Thailand and China are both developing countries and friendly toward each
other. There is an exchange of information between them continuously in diplomatic,
military, economic and educational sectors; with the relationship over 40 years.
Thailand and China have signed the Memorandum of Understanding on Thai-Chinese
Education Cooperation, to promote education and academic relations and cooperation
between both countries; through the exchange of students, language
teaching, exchange of teachers, academic exchange, cooperation between schools
and educational institutions, as well as training, etc. In addition, in 2015, Thailand
and China had increased their educational cooperation; specifically, the exchange of
education, science, learning systems, R & D, vocational education, space and satellite.

1.1 Statement of the Problems
In past time, China has never stopped its commitment to human resource
development in terms of budget as well as other resources through reform and development
plans in the medium and long term. The Ministry of Education of China has set a strategy to
create China as a great human resource country by 2020. Meanwhile, China has exchanged
and cooperated with countries in the region and others, such as the European University
Association and the Academic Cooperation Association, to enhance cooperation at the
international level with universities in Europe and increase the efficiency of the
administration and supervision in working together.
A comparative study of policy concerning educational development, implementation
and evaluation, in order to improve them will have positive impacts on the development of
education in both countries.

1.2 Objectives
1. to study the process of education development policy making in Thailand
and China in the past 10 years.
2. to study the process of education development policy implementing in
Thailand and China.
3. to study the results of education development policy implementing in
Thailand and China .

4. to compare the process of policy making and implementing as well as result
of policy implementing between Thailand and China.

1.3 Scope of Study
1. Scope of content: to compare the process of policy making and
implementing as well as result of policy implementing between
Thailand and China.

2. Scope of area : Thailand and China
3. Scope of time : 20 years which was included 10 years ago and the
next 10 years (2005-2025)

2. CONCEPTS
THEORIES AND
RELATED RESEARCHES

• Concepts
• Theories
• Related Researches

Concepts, Theories and Related Researches
There were two main concepts and theories in this study which were public policy
and educational management.
There was a review of public policy concept from the meaning, problem
generation, decision making, policy making, policy implementation and policy evaluation
which included input factor, policy implementation process, output, outcome, impact as
well as continuing or terminating the policy.
The concept of educational management was reviewed from philosophy,
educational paradigm, format of educational management methodology, policy, act,
national education plan, as well as review of relevant research works both in and outside
the country.

3. RESEARCH METHOD
3.1 Conceptual framework of the Research
3.2 Research Method
3.3 Interview issues
3.4 Data Collection
3.5 Data Analysis

Research Method
A comparative study of education development policy between
Thailand and China conducted in accordance with the qualitative
research approach, with details and steps as follows:

3.1 Conceptual framework of the Research

3.2 Research Method
In this study, the researcher had adopted a qualitative research approach that
defined a guideline for studying and collecting data in order to obtain accurate,
comprehensive information in all dimensions through documentary study, In-depth
interview and focus group. Additionally, the researcher verified the data with
triangulation based on different time, place and person. For the method of data
analysis, content analysis was used. The researcher categorized the collected data by
topic; conducted content analysis; interpreted based on logic and compared to
theoretical concepts; coupled with the context of social culture, politic and economy.

3.2 Research Method
▪Target Group
The target group was the executives of the Ministry of Education,
executives of the ministries and departments related to educational policy
making and stakeholders in educational policy.
▪Key Informants
The total 18 key informants ( 9 Thai nationals, 9 Chinese nationals)
consisted of the executives from the Ministry of Education in Thailand and
China, officials from Department of Education as well as 18 academics who
studied and researched in education policy in Thailand and China .

3.3 Interview issues
An In-depth interview with the key informants had set the initial
interview issues as interview guidelines to keep the conversation in the
frame and get the information that the researcher needed.

3.4 Data Collection
Data collection in this research based on three channels which were
study from formal documents, group discussion and in-depth interview with 18
key informants, including 9 Chinese and 9 Thais. Letters were prepared, along
with interview issues were sent to the key information providers. In addition,
there were phone interview appointments, trips to collect data in China and
interview with senior government officials who oversaw education. The
information was sufficient to analyze the data according to the purpose.

3.5 Data Analysis
The researcher used data analysis along with data collection based on
qualitative research. The information obtained from the discussion, in-depth
interview, informal interview, participatory and non-participant observation was
checked for accuracy by a triangular technique; in order to verify information
from different individuals, time and places as well as analyzing to link the
consistency of content based on logic comparable to theoretical concepts along
with context and related researches based on the literature review from various
documents to get the study met the purposes defined.

4. RESULT

4.1 Context
4.2 Policy making
4.3 policy Implementation
4.4 Policy Evaluation

4.1 Context
Thailand with official name as "Kingdom of Thailand". Bangkok is the capital. The Kingdom of
Thailand is located in heart of Southeast Asia. The area is about 513,115 square kilometers. It is the
50th largest in the world and the third largest in Southeast Asia after Indonesia and has 67.4 million
inhabitants (Trirat Yuenyong, 2015: 233) as well as 77 provinces. Most of Thai people are
undergraduates and are likely to be higher. (Office of the Secretary General of the Council for Education,
Ministry of Education, 2010: 45)
According to the Ministry of Education, there are 38,383 educational institutions nationwide.
Of these, 4107 are under the jurisdiction of the Office of the Permanent Secretary of Education;
31,286 are under the Office of the Basic Education Commission; 415 are under the Office of the
Vocational Education Commission; 151 are under the Higher Education Commission; 1,290 are under
the Ministry of the Interior; as well as 438 municipal schools. There are 13,954,715 students in total.

4.1 Context
China, or the People's Republic of China (PRC), is located in the eastern part of mainland
Europe – Asia, which is on the west coast of the Pacific Ocean. China is established on October 1,
1949. It is the third largest country in the world, with an area of 9.6 million square kilometers, and
a population of 1,382.71 million (as of December 31, 2016).

The People's Republic of China is a huge country. There are over 320 million students,
680,000 schools and over 16 million education officials, which is considered to be one of the top
of the world. Therefore, the Chinese government attaches great importance to the development of
education in the country. The Chinese education system is planned by the central government, with
the Chinese Ministry of Education as the main body of supervision and direct responsibility for
legislation, establishing educational program policies and planning the development of Chinese
education system.

4.1 Context
Table 1 Number of Chinese students in 2016 (unit: ten thousand)
Educational level

New student

Student in class

Graduation

Postgraduate

66.7

198.1

56.4

Undergraduate

748.6

2695.8

704.2

Vocational
education

593.3

1599.1

533.7

High school

802.9

2366.6

1423.9

Junior
high school

1487.2

4329.4

1507.4

Primary school

1752.5

9913.0

1507.4

-

4413.9

-

Kindergarten

Source: Ministry of Education

4.1 Context
▪ Basic Education
Basic education refers to elementary education, which lasts for 6 years, including
3 years of junior high school and 3 years of high school, for a total of 12 years. In
addition, the Chinese government provides tuition support to poor students in elementary
school until junior high school as the compulsory 9-year education period.
▪ Vocational Education
Vocational education refers to vocational schools, including short-term vocational
training. At present, the growth situation of vocational education has changed, namely the
education in the economy, finance, physical education, arts and crafts are likely to
increase while the science and technology education is likely to decline.

4.1 Context
▪ Higher Education
Higher education refers to diploma, bachelor, master and doctorate. China's higher education has
continued to develop. In the years 1981 onwards, China has started to improve the higher education system in
accordance with international. Currently there are about 3,000 universities in China, two-thirds are state-owned
and one-third are private-owned. Admission to Chinese universities is required to pass the entrance exam. Most
famous universities in China are state universities.
▪ Higher Education
Higher education refers to diploma, bachelor, master and doctorate. China's higher education has
continued to develop. In the years 1981 onwards, China has started to improve the higher education system in
accordance with international. Currently there are about 3,000 universities in China, two-thirds are state-owned
and one-third are private-owned. Admission to Chinese universities is required to pass the entrance exam. Most
famous universities in China are state universities.

4.2 Policy Making
number of educational institutions and students between Thailand and China have many
differences, but the structure of the Thai-Chinese education system is very similar, namely
kindergarten 3 years (4-6 years old), elementary school 6 years, junior high school 3 years, high
school 3 years and university 4 years (some 6 years such as medicine, etc.). Education from
primary school to junior high school for a total of nine academic years in China is considered
compulsory. Students study for free. The state carries out all tuition education fees and offering
loans and grants for poor schoolchildren. For Thailand, the state has a policy of trying to promote
free education for 15 years from kindergarten through high school.
Over the past ten years, the philosophy of Thai education is wide open with internationalization
and impact on Thai education resulting from the demands of the society and the concept of
educational management on individual as indicated in the National Education Act of 1999,

4.2 Policy Making
Second Amendment in 2002 and Third Amendment in 2010 that education must
improve Thai people to become perfect humans in body, mind, intellect, knowledge and virtue; to
approach living an ethical and cultural lives; to live happily with others; to have deep,
through and wide knowledge; to look at things holistically rather than deeply and with specialization
only. Formal education, non-formal education and informal education have evolved significantly. In
the process of Thai education policy making, public and private sectors highly involve. While the
philosophy of Chinese education focuses primarily on students' knowledge especially basic
education, including mathematics, physics and chemistry in order for university entrance
examination. So the Ministry of Education plays an important role in the educational policy setting
process.

4.3 policy Implementation
Thai schools and universities are very independent in educational
management. However, Thai education policy has been affected by changing
government. The changing of the Minister of Education over the past 10 years
has left a lack of continuity in policies. Meanwhile China's educational policy
has led to effective practices from all levels of Chinese government from
Ministry of Education, Department of Education, county and municipality, which
is a guarantee that education policy is taken seriously.

4.4 Policy Evaluation
Thailand has produced individuals who have international visions and
perspectives in the field of administration, social and human sciences. While
China has produced individuals who have background in the fields of
mathematics, physics and biochemistry. These individuals have become
important human resource in the development of economic and social
innovation.

4.4 Policy Evaluation
The philosophy of education and policy making in both Thailand and
China will move towards a more open and universal direction; to produce
personnel and develop human resource with scientific knowledge, modern
technology and more innovative in accordance with Thai National Education
Plan for 2017-2031, 20-Year National Strategy and Thailand 4.0; as well
as China’s "Made in China 2025" and "China Dream".

5. RECOMMENDATIONS
Strategy: 363 + STEM

Recommendations
▪

3:3-year kindergarten, to set up teachers as good example of children

▪Children ages 3-6 years are developing their bodies, language and initiative
versus guilt. They are eager to learn things around and imitate. At this age,
teachers play more important roles not less than mothers. Therefore, teachers
need to develop four responsibilities, which are providing care, support, advice
or suggestion, and facilitation. The role of care is similar to the mother’s.
Teachers have great influence on children.

Recommendations
▪6:6 years of elementary school, to encourage children to pursue knowledge
▪Children ages 7-12 are more adventurous and curious in their environment.
Exploring things will motivate children to study new knowledge. Therefore,
schools and families should create activities, projects and improve learning
methods to encourage students to be diligent, pursue knowledge, develop
ability and strengthen self-confidence to believe in success in the future, such
as “Reducing Class Hours, Increasing Learning Time Project”.

Recommendations
▪3:3-year junior high school, to promote moral along with knowledge
▪

Children ages 13-15 are seeking for identity of individuals and enhancing
responsibilities, which are considered as important characteristics of this age. Thai
society not only needs talented people; also needs good, moral and socially
responsible people. Therefore, the education in this period needs to design
activities for promoting sharing, unity, teamwork, honesty and individual identity, such
as “Buddhist Study Project”.

Recommendations
▪ STEM High schools and universities should promote the integration of science and technology.
▪ STEM is an acronym from four disciplines including science, technology, engineering
and mathematics.
▪ These four disciplines are important in the history of mankind through 21st century and Society
4.0. China is one of the countries that succeeded in promoting teaching in these four disciplines.
Various countries studied the teaching methods and bought textbooks from China. We should
promote cooperation in teaching and learning in these four disciplines and the four integrated
sciences to create new innovations to serve human society morally. In order to reach the goal,
Thailand may have to establish the “Center for Excellence in Social Sciences” and “Center for
Excellence in STEM” .

Recommendations
In terms of policy, Thailand and China are neighboring countries that
have a good relationship with each other for a long time. Both
countries are developing countries, despite the size of the population,
the number of schools and students are different. But the socioeconomic development background, including the philosophy of
education is similar. So both sides should strengthen communication
and sharing philosophy, strategies and policies to each other's in order
to apply them into policy making and implementation.

Recommendations
In terms of practice, Thailand and China should promote and support for
educational exchange and cooperation, establishment of mutual educational institutions,
creating common curriculum, doing research together and exchanging students in order to
produce knowledgeable personnel and experts who are important human resource for
economic, social, cultural, scientific and technological cooperation.
In terms of academic, China's educational institutions are strengthened to
manage the instruction of science; such as chemistry, physics, biology, aerospace
engineering, aviation, railway and etc. While Thailand should study and research more on
curriculum and teaching management mechanism of science in order to apply the results
of the study to develop science teaching in the country.
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