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China-ASEAN relations have 

entered into a new era

 2013 is the thenth anniversary of the 
China-ASEAN strategic partnership and 
the first year of Chinese new Government 
was in administration;

 China-ASEAN relations entering a new 
period;

 On the basis of the past "golden decade",
China-ASEAN relations will go to build a 
"diamonds decade” for the future.



Some specific objectives

 China-ASEAN trade volume: 1 trillion US $ by 
2020;

 To establish the Asian infrastructure 
investment bank;

 To improve the new maritime silk road-
building and interconnection between two 
sides;

 Established 2014 as the ASEAN-China 
culture exchange year, and so on.

 Objective: to build new prospect for China-
ASEAN strategic partnership active, inclusive 
and open.



Amity between people holds the key 

to sound relations between states
 Cooperation between China and ASEAN countries mainly 

spheres of Government, compared with close high-level 
exchanges between both sides,the people-to-people 
relations are still relatively weak.

 But, without the active participation of the peoples, the 
relationship between China and ASEAN countries lacks the 
solid foundation, even when there are some problems, 
public opinion might become factors of restricting the 
development of bilateral relations.

 Only mutual understanding and friendship between people 
is build up, the stable and sustained development of 
bilateral relations will be also promoted.

 Therefore, to further advance the process of China-ASEAN 
strategic partnership, we need to vigorously promote 
exchanges people-to-people on both sides, for establishing 
long-term and stable bilateral relations.



Attach great importance to the 

China-ASEAN cultural exchange

 A relationship of mutual trust between China 

and ASEAN, should start from the mutual 

understanding between the peoples of 

China and ASEAN.

 To achieve this goal, strengthen cultural 

exchanges and cooperation of peoples is 

the most effective way.



The focus of China-ASEAN 

cultural exchanges
 First, it should be sufficiently emphasized the positive 

effects of Chinese culture in Southeast Asia in history.

 The history of cultural exchanges between China and 
Southeast Asia both at official level and in the private 
sphere is very rich in content and with long lasting, wide 
fields and mutual exchanges, peace and friendship, and 
other characteristics.

 The dissemination and promotion of Chinese culture in 
Southeast Asia had contributed to region's political, 
economic, social, cultural developments and brought 
tangible benefits to the peoples of Southeast Asia.

 Today, when we advocate the establishment "Silk Road on 
the sea for 21st century " based on the relationship with 
ASEAN, the cultural exchanges between China and 
ASEAN must also be included, in order to make this plan to 
play a greater role for an enhanced China-ASEAN strategic 
partnership.



The focus of ASEAN-China 

cultural exchanges
 Secondly, in cultural exchanges with ASEAN, the aspects of 

affinity and friendship of Chinese culture shall actively introduced 
and carry forward .

 Needless to say, some wars or conflicts between China and very few 
countries of Southeast Asia werehappenned in the history, but it is a 
complex problem.

 In any case, the conflicts between China and Southeast Asian 
countries are just brief interludes; for more than 2000 years, peace, 
common development relationship is always the theme.

 Between China and ASEAN countries can, through cultural exchanges, 
enhance mutual understanding and comprehension.

 China musts pay more efforts to show the affinity and  amity of Chinese 
culture, to improve and shape the new national image of emerging 
China, making Chinese culture closer to the peoples of ASEAN, it will 
also help to reduce and eliminate the influence of "China threat theory"  
in public, so as to better promote the relations between China and 
ASEAN and its member countries.



The focus of ASEAN-China cultural 

exchanges

 Third, we must uphold the principle of an open and 
inclusive attitude of cultural exchange.

 One is the generalization of Chinese culture. Culture of 
Chinese culture is not confined to mainland China, but 
also the culture of Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macao. In 
Southeast Asian countries, many people believe that 
Taiwan has large retained elements of traditional 
Chinese culture, and the culture of Hong Kong and 
Macao are examples of combination between Chinese 
and Western cultures. How to introduce "Chinese culture” 
to the people of the ASEAN countries, to enable them to 
have a more comprehensive understanding of Chinese 
culture, this is an important content of cultural exchanges 
and cooperation with ASEAN in the future.



 Second, the cultural exchanges are on two-way. In the long 

process of cultural exchanges, China had also absorbed 

positive aspects of Southeast Asian culture and enriching 

the connotation of Chinese culture. It build up some 

common culture of China and Southeast Asia, and similar 

values and perspectives. Therefore, in the course of 

cultural exchange between China-ASEAN, China should 

introduce Chinese culture to ASEAN countries, but at the 

same time, China must continue to adopt an open and 

receptive attitude, learn and assimilate the essence of the 

culture of South-East Asian countries.



Continue to attach importance to 

play the role of overseas Chinese

 When, in the cultural exchanges between China and the 
ASEAN should continue to attach importance to play the 
role of bridge of overseas Chinese in Southeast Asia.

 Southeast Asia is the region in the world where the earliest 
Chinese immigrants were arrived, and also the region with 
the largest number of overseas Chinese. The overseas 
Chinese in Southeast Asia and were living in harmony with 
local peoples, and contributed many efforts to local 
economic and social development.

 They are also playing a major role as a bridge in the 
relations, especially in the economic and cultural 
exchanges, between China and Southeast Asian countries.



 Although the overseas Chinese in Southeast 

Asia had taken root in the host-country, but 

their culture retains still many elements of 

Chinese culture.

 Meanwhile, they have also absorbed the 

local culture. Today, the ouverseas Chinese 

culture has become the distinctive features 

of national culture in the host country of 

Southeast Asia.



 Ouverseas Chinese media of Southeast Asian 
countries playe the active role in spread 
information and guiding public opinion, serve the 
community and provide entertainment, especially 
in promoting Chinese culture and improving the 
integration and communications with local peoples.

 The Chinese communities have also made a 
significant contribution for spreading Chinese 
culture to ASEAN countries. Actually, they have 
also begun to actively participate in the integration 
process of ASEAN, which will undoubtedly 
promote the cross-cultural exchange activities 
between China and ASEAN.



Strengthening the cultural exchange with 

local nations of ASEAN countries

 ASEAN member countries are multi-ethnic 
countries.

 Except Singapore in ethnic Chinese-majority, 
most countries of the region have accounted for 
the majority of its main ethnic and other 
minorities.

 We must pay more importance to cultural 
exchange with peoples of other nations in these 
countries.

 How to strengthen contacts and exchanges with 
local peoples has became an important question 
to enhance the China-ASEAN strategic 
partnership.



 Through joint efforts, China has set up a mumber 
of Confucius institutes and classes in most ASEAN 
member countries to teach Chinese language and 
disseminate Chinese culture. It should increase its 
outreach efforts, in order to attract more members 
of the local communities.

 In addition, foreign students constitute also a 
bridge for friendly exchanges between countries, 
including the cultural exchanges. Chinese 
government should provide more scholarships to 
the students of local nations. Their studying in 
China will help them to get more knowledge and 
understanding of the Chinese culture.



To promote cultural exchange in 

the context of ASEAN integration
 ASEAN has established a goal of establishing ASEAN community 

at the end of 2015.

 Therefore, during the organisation of cultural exchange activities, 
China musts not only to continue to attach importance to bilateral 
cultural exchanges between China and ASEAN member countries, 
but should take more factors into the ASEAN integration, promoting 
cultural exchanges and cooperation between China and ASEAN.

 In 2013, China and ASEAN consistent agreed to determine the year 
of 2014 as "China-ASEAN culture exchange year“. China should 
fully use this opportunity. In the backgruand of ASEAN integration 
processus, especially establishment of social culture community, to 
pay more efforts to advance culture exchange and improve the 
relationship between Chinese people and peoples of ASEAN 
member countries.



Conclusion 
 A deepening develpment of the integration process of 

ASEAN community building, offers good opportunities 
and platforms to further strengthen cooperation in the 
political, security, economic, social and cultural fields 
between China and ASEAN member countries.

 Bilateral cooperation in the field of culture should be the 
basis, China and ASEAN countries should work hard to 
promote it.

 There are vast diversities in Southeast Asia, the level of 
understanding and acceptance of Chinese culture are 
different for ASEAN member countries, that we must 
admit the fact.

 Also is because so, only through the efforts contributed 
by China, ASEAN and its members  to vigorously 
advance culture exchange, especially people-to-people 
exchanges, the communication between them will be 
estabished. It will create a more favourable harmony 
atmosphere for deepening bilateral relations in political, 
economic, and security cooperation. 


