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Research Objectives

(1)To study the importance of think tanks in 
China's public policy making process 

(2) To study the current situation of the BRI 
think tanks development and network 

(3) To understand the way to upgrade think tanks 
to increase China soft power on the world stage 
and to influence international public policy. 



Theoretical Framework

The researcher reviews the theoretical 
concepts as follows

The concept of think tanks

- Pluralist Theory

- Interest Group Theory

- Elite Theory

 Think tanks with Chinese characteristic

 Influence of think tanks in policy 

making process



Research Methodology

This study is a participatory action

research. In using qualitative method, the 
researcher conducted documentary 
research and field research. 

Collecting data included structural  
in-depth interviews with key informants 
and focus groups.



Focus Group at Institute of Silk Road 
Studies, Northwest University



Focus group at Institute of International 
and Strategic Studies, Peking University





Focus Group at

Development 
Research Center

(DRC)



In-depth interview with Prof. Zhu Xufeng at 
School of Public Policy and Management, 

Tsinghua University



Focus Group at China Institute, 
Fudan University



Focus Group at National Institute of 
International Strategy, CASS



Research Findings

Intellectuals and think tanks have 
important role on policy initiatives. Key 
policy initiatives can be traced back to 
meeting with the top leaders, policy 
recommendation accepted by the 
government, etc. 



The Power of Ideas : The Rising Influence of 
Thinkers and Think Tanks in China by Cheng Li 
(2017) 

• Under Xi Jinping’s leadership, think tanks 
have become increasingly important to 
assessing and crafting domestic and foreign 
policy in China.

• Li explains how, contrary to the common 
perception that China’s think tanks are 
mere rubber stamps for government 
policies, these institutions maintain a much 
more complicated relationship with the 
government. 



“Thinkers are Valuable National Assets”
by Yu Keping

Yu argues that “A great nation in a great age 
needs great ideas. There are three ways in which 
visionary thinkers can change history: 

(1) by indicating the direction and goals that will 
progress human society, in accordance with 
morality and rationality; 

(2) by addressing critical issues of the day and 
seeking board consensus; and 

(3) by offering suggestions and advice so that the 
government adopts sound policies



“Marching Westwards”: The Rebalancing of 
China’s Geostrategy by Wang Jisi

China does not have an international 
geostrategy in print. Since the founding of the 
People's Republic of China (PRC), foreign policy 
strategy and military deployments have always 
focused on East Asia and the Pacific Ocean. 
However, following the introduction of "The 
12th Five Year Plan: Western Development 
Strategy" and the corresponding domestic 
development strategies, China needs to put into 
practice an appropriate foreign geostrategy. 



The construction and improvement of the
geostrategic pillar in the overall Western
Development Strategy have the following
implications. First, China needs to make an
overall plan and cooperate with many other
countries. The second implication is that
increasing economic and trade cooperation
with, "all West Asian nations" and establish a
cooperation and development fund. Third,
harmony and stability in Xinjiang, Tibet, and
other western provinces and regions is under
threat from outside China's borders. Finally,
china should increase investment in diplomatic
resources in West Asian countries.



Wang Lili, a professor of public 
policy at Renmin University and a 
leading scholar on think tank studies 
in China, argues that throughout 
history, great powers have spent a 
great deal of financial capital to 
expand their knowledge base and 
develop intellectual capital.



Wang Huiyao and Miao Lu argue 
that “A great power’s rise in the world 
must have been accompanied by the 
establishment of global think tanks in that 
country.

A comprehensive report released by 
the China Center for International 
Economic Exchanges (CCIEE) in 2015 
states that “A great nation with big 
ambitions must have great brainpower



The Report highlights the relationship 
between China’s emergence as a major 
power in world affairs and the growing 
importance of Chinese think tanks.



Report on China Think Tanks 2017, 

by Shanghai Academy of Social Science

《2017中国智库报告》影响力评价与排名

上海社会科学院智库研究中心







Leading universities in China  establish 
OBOR/BRI think tanks to research and support 
policy information. In addition to doing research 
and disseminating information to the public 
about BRI, Think tanks in the universities also 
play roles in being strategic actors in the 
expansion of international academic cooperation 
and public diplomacy.



The 2015 Silk Road Forum was held on 
October 28th and 29th, 2015, in Madrid, 
Spain. This international conference 
brought together more than 100 speakers 
from over 30 countries, including current 
and former heads of state, ministers, and 
CEOs of top Fortune500 international 
companies, as well as renowned academics 
and members of think tanks and institutes, 
in addition to senior officials from various 
international organizations and IFIs, to 
explore the strategic potential of the ‘One 
Belt, One Road’ concept.





Conclusion

1. Intellectuals and think tanks have 

significant roles in advising the Chinese 
government to achieve Chinese Dream of 
national rejuvenation. 

2. In this context, BRI think tanks are not 
only source of China’s soft power, but also 
strategic actors in public diplomacy. 


