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Introduction

• Social Policy focused on the problem centered 
approach 

• they had no access to basic social services, and 
many of them were still below the poverty line

• The aims to reduce poverty in Thailand were to

1) foster equitable access to services, resources and 
opportunities and 

2) empower people in the country to be able to 
participate in social, economic, and political life



Social Policy and Life Quality

• social policy in the future would have to ensure 
that the policy cover people from the child 
generation until the retired ages

• government had to ensure the educational 
system for the childhood, stability and security 
for the work group of people, and quality of life 
and healthcare

• social services for each group of people were 
considered as value systems that a community or 
a country developed



Experience in Social Policy Development in 
Thailand 

• Thailand was considered as an agricultural 
country 

• welfare of the citizen was taken care by their 
relatives and communities according to 
Thailand traditions

• duty that government provided social welfare 
was rarely seen until the Thailand turned from 
the agricultural society into industrial society



Poverty Reduction Policy Development  

• In many Thailand governments, they believe 
that the social policy could improve and 
develop networks of relationships amongst 
people

• the quality of life of people also increases

• The poverty reduction policy was developed 
and the policy development framework was 
used to explain as incidence



The operational rules-in-use or the 
implementation of the policy involved with

1. national, regional, local formal collective-choice 
arenas, and 

2. the informal collective choice of arenas as 
demonstrated in Figure 1

	



	

Figure 1 Relationships of Formal and Informal Collective-Choice Arenas
Source: Ostrom (1990, p.53)



Thailand had successfully addressed their 
problem of poverty rate over the past 20 years 
by 

1. improving economic structure, 

2. improving the level of social protection for 
the poor and disadvantaged people, 

3. improving tax structure, and 

4. improving the administrative system of the 
state of government 



	

Figure 2 Thailand Poverty Situations
Source: Thailand National Economic and Social Development Board (2017)



There was a continuous decreasing trend in the 
poverty rate when assessed from the population 
income between the year 1989 and 2017. Whilst 
the movement of poor proportion in Thailand 
was divided into three ranges, they were:

1) pre financial crisis or Tom Yum Kung crisis 
[1989 – 1997], 

2) Tom Yum Kung crisis [1997 – 2000], and 

3) after Tom Yum Kung crisis [after 2001]. 



	

Figure 3 GINI Index of Thailand
Source: Thailand National Economic and Social Development Board (2017)



• The GINI Index was developed to demonstrate 
the distribution of statistical information for 
example the disparity of income distribution of a 
country. 

• showing disparity of income distribution in 
Thailand between the year 1989 and 2016.

• The coefficient GINI showed that there was a 
change in the income group of rich and poor 
people, which was different from the GDP, and 
does not demonstrate changes in the income of 
the entire population. 



Table 1 Quintile by Income of Thailand

Quintile by income of Thailand 

Quintile (20%) by 

income 2002 2004 2006 2007 2009 2011 2013 

Quintile 1 (Poorest) 4.18 4.48 3.79 4.21 4.42 4.61 4.16 

Quintile 2 7.69 8.02 7.63 7.96 8.26 8.64 9 

Quintile 3  12.06 12.46 12.17 12.53 12.65 12.79 13.47 

Quintile 4  20.11 20.33 20.16 20.35 20.28 19.58 20.79 

Quintile 5 (Richest) 55.95 54.71 56.25 54.95 54.39 54.38 52.58 

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 

	

Source: Thailand Poverty Report (NESDB Social) (2013)



• comparing the proportion of income of the 
poorest group of people and the richest group 
of people in the country, 

• The poorest group of people had income 0.05 
of total income of the country, 

• the richest group of people, which considered 
of 20% of population, had income as high of 
0.54 of the total income of the country



	
Figure 4 Share of Population below the National Poverty Line



• there was 8.6 per cent considered as poor 
people out of the total population. 

• the gap was still existed

• Even though the rate of the poverty rate was 
low, the disparity of income distribution 
problem could still be seen. 

• Thailand had recorded at levels of economic 
growth, making it a fast growing economy 
country 



	

Table 2 Policy Approaches

Source:  (Chapin 1995)



• The policy maker would identify the problem 
first them analyse cause and consequence of 
the problem, inform the public, develop the 
policy goal, consensus, program design, 
implement, and evaluate the problem.

	



• Strengths Based Practice was introduced to 
offer as an alternative management paradigm 
in the South African welfare context as a 
showcase 

• In the process of the strength perspective, the 
policy maker would understand problem from 
the beginning as well as the environment of 
the problem



Conclusion

• Various remedies have been continuously 
implemented to reduce poverty rate. Nearly 10 
million of poor people were diminished in 
number within the past ten years

• 5.81 million people were still living below the 
poverty line

• The 12th national economic and social 
development plan (2017-2021) was executed in 
parallel with sustainable development goals 
(SDGs) to combat poverty and elevated income 
and well being of the poor. 



According to NESDB of Thailand, the current policy consisted 
of:
1. increasing opportunities for the poor 
2. increasing chances of earning a potential income based on 

their truly ability and potential or professional standard, 
and supporting working

3. community empowerment and local economic 
development (LED) promotion

4. creating database system and sharing information within 
government sector

5. promoting useful information accessibility
6. promoting corporate social responsibility (CSR) 



• Skeptical view believed that poverty or 
inequality reflects the nature distribution of 
talent, ability, capability and effort of people. 
People with higher ability deserved to attend 
at a higher level of economic return. 

• However, economic view believed that 
poverty and inequality were not caused by 
accident. It happened by human’s activities 
and could be resolved by human. 




