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The Importance, Necessity 

for China-Thailand's Security Cooperation

• Security and stability are the preconditions for 
economic development and people’s wellbeing in 
Asia. According to the SIPRI ’s (Stockholm 
International Peace Research Institute)  report, in 
2014, the global military spending dropped by 0.4 
percent in real terms since 2013,but in Asia, the 
military expenditure rising by 5 percent, reaching 
a total of $439 billion, because there are many 
security challenges in this region. We should 
avoid “security dilemma” and war.



China advocates 
New Asian Security Concept

• Xi Jinping, the President of China, pointed out 
that, “We believe that it is necessary to 
advocate common, comprehensive, 
cooperative and sustainable security in Asia. 
We need to innovate our security concept, 
establish a new regional security cooperation 
architecture, and jointly build a road for 
security of Asia that is shared by and win-win 
to all.” 



China advocates common security in Asia

• Common security means respecting and 
ensuring the security of each and every 
country. Asia is a region of great diversity. 
Countries differ in size, wealth and strength. 
They vary in historical and cultural traditions 
as well as social systems, and have different 
security interests and aspirations”. 



China advocates comprehensive security in Asia

• comprehensive security means upholding 
security in both traditional and non-traditional 
fields. Asia's security challenges are extremely 
complicated, which include both hotspot and 
sensitive issues and ethnic and religious 
problems. The challenges brought by terrorism, 
transnational crimes, environmental security, 
cyber security, energy and resource security and 
major natural disasters are clearly on the rise. 
Traditional and non-traditional security threats 
are interwoven. Security is a growing issue in 
both scope and implication.



• Currently, there are few comprehensive and 
effective regional security, so it is important to 
conduct or strengthen bilateral security 
cooperation to help to maintain regional 
security.



China and Thailand have good foundation to 
conduct security cooperation

• We are sincere friend for a long time, as we 
often says, China and Thailand are the 
members of one family. Two countries have 
established comprehensive strategic 
cooperative partnership in 2012. 



The General Situation of Bilateral Security Cooperation
In the 21st Century 

• the security cooperation between Thailand 
and China involves both the traditional fields 
and non-traditional fields, which is one of the 
closest security cooperation relations among 
the China and ASEAN member countries’ 
security cooperation relations.



• The two countries top leaders especially 
military leaders meet every year to conduct 
strategic communication to boost military 
cooperation implementation. 



• Such as, on May 26, 2016, two countries’ Defense 
Ministers met on the sidelines of the 10th ASEAN 
Defence Ministers Meeting (ADMM), discussed 
collaboration covering military drills, education, 
technology development and sharing practical 
knowledge and experience among military 
officers, and two defense ministers agreed to 
boost military and security cooperation, agreed 
to bolster joint efforts ahead of the Expert 
Working Group for Counter-Terrorism event 
which will be held between 2017-2019. 



• there are also bilateral middle and low level 
military officers exchanges and meetings every 
year.



Security Cooperation in traditional security 
field (mainly military field)

• First, There are some arms trade between two 
countries, it shows high strategic trust 
bilaterally. in May, 2016, the Royal Thai Army 
had formally signed a pact to buy the MBT-
3000 main battle tank produced by China . 
Thailand became the first known export 
customer of this tank. the contract features an 
initial 28 units and is valued at around $150 
million.



MBT-3000 main battle tank



• On July 1, 2016, Thailand confirmed the navy 
would acquire three Yuan class S26T 
submarines from China (12 billion baht each). 
This is the biggest arms deal between 2 
countries. 



Yuan class S26T submarine



• Second, conducting the joint military training also 
shows that two countries’ security cooperation 
are very close, because between China and 
ASEAN 10 member countries, there are few joint 
military training relations. From November 12 to 
30, 2015, Air force troops of China and  Thailand 
conducted a combined training called “Falcon 
Strike 2015” in Thailand. This is the first time for 
the two countries’ air troops to conduct a 
combined training, which aim is to enhance 
mutual learning, understanding and trust.



Falcon Strike 2015



Falcon Strike 2015



Falcon Strike 2015



Falcon Strike 2015



Security  Cooperation 
in Non-traditional Field

• In the 21st century, China and Thailand have 
conducted much cooperation in non-
traditional fields; the depth and scope of 
bilateral cooperation in non-traditional fields 
are outstanding in this region. And the two 
countries also conduct cooperation in 
multilateral nontraditional cooperation.



Bilateral Cooperation

• First, since 2007, two countries have 
conducted several times of joint counter-
terrorism training exercise, which promotes 
two armies’ ability to crack down on 
terrorism. 



• by taking turns to hold, the two countries’ 
Special Forces have conducted the joint 
counter-terrorism training exercise for several 
times, which is code-named “Strike-2007”, 
“Strike-2008”,“Strike-2010”, “Strike-2012”, 
“Strike-2013. These joint trainings focused on 
tactical training for small units, training in field 
survival, urban fighting, firing live 
ammunition, searching for important targets 
and detecting explosives.



“Strike-2012”



“Strike-2012”



“Strike-2012”



“Strike-2012”



• Also, since 2010, the marine corps from both 
countries have held 3 times of drills together, 
and they mainly focus on anti-terrorism, and 
also consists of field survival training and 
other drills, as well as seminars.



• These joint drills’ names were: “Blue Strike 
2010”, “Blue Strike 2012” and “Blue Strike 
2016”. the scale of “Blue Strike 2016” are 
about 1000 soldiers, the two countries’ 
marine troops have joint sea and land 
operations, and their activities involving joint 
amphibious training, evacuations during 
conflicts and disaster relief in counter-
terrorism scenarios. Now,  it has become the 
biggest joint drill between China and Thailand.





Blue Strike 2016



• These two kinds of anti-terrorism joint military 
trainings or drills are significant. they offer 
opportunities to learn more from each other, and 
to strengthen two military forces’ cooperation, 
and the sharing of practical military knowledge 
and experience certainly boost their bilateral ties. 
These joint military trainings or drills improved 
the two military forces’ relevant capacity in 
combating terrorism and maintain regional 
security.



• Also, at the invitation of Thailand, China 
attended the Cobra Gold multinational 
military exercise as an observer since 2002, 
and since 2014, China has sent a small group 
of soldiers to attend the Cobra Gold military 
exercise, this is a great step for China to attend 
this one of the biggest multilateral military 
exercises in Asia-Pacific. 



Second, two countries have jointly cracked down on the Human 

smuggling and help to maintain regional security.

• in recent years, some Uighurs want to escape 
from China through Thailand to the Middle 
East. And some of the Uighurs are extremists, 
they conduct illegal activities in Thailand, and 
some of them go to the Middle East to attend 
the Islamic State, so they threaten Thailand’ 
and regional security. 



• in July, 2015, after two countries’ consultation 
and cooperation, Thailand returned about 100 
Uighurs back to China. This measure is helpful 
to crack down on the illegal human smuggling 
and to deter regional terrorism.



• Third, China and Thailand also cracked several 
criminal cases about telecommunication fraud 
recently, to crack down the transnational 
crime harming Chinese people and Thailand 
shops. 



• There are some Chinese criminal gangs operating 
in Thailand, and the types of crime about 
telecommunication fraud and credit card have 
increased over the past three years. so the 
Thailand police pay more attention to crack down 
on them. At the end of 2015, the China and 
Thailand policemen jointly cracked a serious case 
about telecommunication fraud, which involves 
27 Chinese people and high value of 100 million 
Thai Baht. 



• And in January, 2016, Thailand police arrested 
five Chinese criminals. The Thailand 
policemen seized up to 182 fake credit cards, 
card readers and equipment used to make 
credit cards, the criminal’s  activities had 
caused financial damage worth some B3 
million.



• Fourth, In 2011, Thailand faces a terrible flood 
disaster , China  helped Thailand to build some 
large scale water projects to deal with the 
frequent flood and drought disasters. 



Security Cooperation 

in multilateral level

• two countries also conduct security 
cooperation under the regional security 
mechanism, and to contribute to the regional 
security cooperation.



• First, during the meeting between two countries’ 
Defence Ministers on May 26, 2016, they  talked 
about bilateral security cooperation to contribute 
to the regional security: China supported setting 
up the Asean Centre for Military Medicine which 
opened in April at the Royal Thai Army Medical 
Department in Bangkok, China will also send its 
military officers to attend an ASEAN humanitarian 
assistance and military medical exercise due to be 
held in September in Thailand, and the drill is 
aimed at testing the centre's ability to respond to 
natural and man-made disasters.



• Second, in dealing with high risk of infectious disease 
diffusion, Thailand and China have conducted some joint 
efforts. One of the important cooperations was that, on April 
29, 2003, under the Thailand government’s coordination, the 
Heads of State and Government of  ten ASEAN member 
countries and China met in Bangkok, for a Special ASEAN-
China Leaders Meeting on Severe Acute Respiratory 
Syndrome (SARS), and the meeting issued a Joint Statement, it 
said that, “we agreed to promote the exchange of information 
and sharing of experience in respect of SARS control and 
prevention; Emphasizing that the importance of  strong 
leadership, political commitment, multi-sectoral collaboration 
and partnership at the national and regional levels to fight 
epidemic”.



• Third, China and Thailand have conducted 
some cooperation in non-security fields to 
contribute to the development and security in 
the Lancang-Mekong subregion. 



• China, Thailand, Myanmar, Laos and other countries  
cooperate to crack down on the rampant transnational 
crimes on the Mekong river. On October 5, 2011, two 
Chinese cargo ships were attacked on a stretch of the 
Mekong River in the Golden Triangle region on the 
borders of Myanmar and Thailand. All 13 crew 
members on the two ships were killed. The Mekong 
River massacre was the one of the deadliest attacks on 
Chinese nationals abroad in modern times. In the 
process of arresting the mastermind of the massacre 
whose name is Naw Kham, and in the trial process 
about him and his colleagues, China, Thailand，
Myanmar and Laos conducted joint efforts. 



• In order to maintain long term security about 
the navigation on the Mekong River, and to 
maintain the people’s security along the river, 
and to let the golden river to benefits the 
regional development and the people’s 
wellbeing, China, Thailand, Myanmar and Laos 
began joint patrols on the Mekong River since 
December, 2011, and until late June, 2016, the 
four countries have totally conducted 47 times 
of joint patrols. 



• The joint patrol mechanism is an innovation in 
the sub-regional non-traditional security 
cooperation, which benefits the regional 
security a lot.



• Thialand Contributed a lot to help to establish 
the Lancang-Mekong Cooperation (LMC) 
mechanism. On March 23, 2016, the Heads of 
State/Government of the six member 
countries ,which are  Thailand, China, 
Myanmar, Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam, hold 
the First Lancang-Mekong Cooperation 
Leaders’ Meeting, and the meeting issued a 
Declaration. 



• the declaration said, “the LMC Enhances cooperation 
among LMC countries in sustainable water resources 
management and utilization through activities, such 
as the establishment of a center in China for 
Lancang-Mekong water resources cooperation to 
serve as a platform for LMC countries to strengthen 
comprehensive cooperation in technical exchanges, 
capacity building, drought and flood management, 
data and information sharing, conducting joint 
research and analysis related to Lancang-Mekong 
river resources”



The Effect of the Bilateral Security 
Cooperation

• Bilaterally, First, both the traditional and non-
traditional security cooperation between 
China and Thailand promotes two countries’ 
military forces’ ability to safeguard their own 
security. And more and more security 
cooperation boosts two military’s mutual 
trust.



• Second, the China-Thailand’s Security 
Cooperation is an important pillar of the 
bilateral comprehensive strategic cooperative 
partnership, which promotes mutual strategic 
trust a lot. And the bilateral security 
cooperation boost the two countries’ security, 
social and economic development.



• Multilaterally, China and Thailand’ security 
cooperation is a good example which plays a 
demonstration role in China-ASEAN security 
cooperation.  it contributes to the ASEAN 
Political–Security Community and the regional 
stability. 



• If China and most of the ASEAN countries, or 
China and ASEAN can establish close security 
relations as China and Thailand’s security 
relations, then China and ASEAN wholly can 
establish close security relations, can make up 
the mutual trust deficit, and can boost China-
ASEAN Strategic Partnership. 



The Challenges for Bilateral Security 
Cooperation

• some pressure about the China and Thailand’s 
security cooperation may be from the U.S., 
which is Thailand’s ally for more than 60 years. 



• after the Thailand returned the Uighurs to 
China in July 2015, the U.S., some other 
countries and international human rights 
group give high pressure to Thailand 
government unreasonably. Some protesters 
illegally attacked the Thai Embassy in Turkey. 
On August 17, 2015, a bomb exploded inside 
the grounds of the Erawan Shrine in Bangkok’s 
city centre, which is a famous tourist 
destination.



• after the Thailand returned the Uighurs to China 
in July 2015, the U.S., some countries and 
international human rights group give high 
pressure to Thailand  unreasonablly. Some 
protesters  attacked the Thai Embassy in Turkey. 
On August 17, 2015, a bomb exploded inside the 
grounds of the Erawan Shrine in Bangkok’s city 
centre, which is a famous tourist destination. this 
incident was conducted by two Uighurs, and it 
caused 20 people died and more than 120 people 
injured.



The Potential of Bilateral Security 
Cooperation

• under the implementation of the China-
ASEAN connectivity plan, under the “One Belt, 
One Road” initiative and other regional 
mechanisms, so there are much more needs 
to conduct more security cooperation 
between China and Thailand and other ASEAN 
countries. 



So in the future, China and Thailand should 
cooperate more in the security fields

• First, In the military training field, the numbers 
that  Thailand military officers have been 
trained by China or how many Chinese 
military officers have been trained by 
Thailand, are surely below the number that 
the Thailand military officers have been 
trained by the U.S. the U.S. has trained 
thousands of Thailand military.



• And in the military drill field, China and 
Thailand can conduct more in the future. 
Because, every year, the two countries just 
conduct several times’ small scale military 
drill, it is greatly below the U.S. and Thailand’s 
military drills, either in the frequency or scale.



• Second, in becomes very necessary to 
cooperate more on managing the security 
issues concerning China tourists. China has 
been the toppest tourist origin country of 
Thailand. In 2015, the Chinese tourists paid 
more than 7.9 million person-trips visits to 
Thailand, which boost the Thailand security. 
So, on the one hand, it is important to crack 
down on more and more crimes concerning 
Chinese tourists and protect their safety. 



• on the other hand, it is important to crack 
down on more and more illegal activities and 
crimes conducted by some Chinese tourists, to 
protect Thailand people’s interests, to protect 
Thailand social security.



• Third, in the future, under the initiative of 
“One Belt, One Road” and the China-ASEAN 
Connectivity Plan, China and ASEAN countries 
will build more transnational railways, roads 
and other projects.  it is necessary for China 
and Thailand, even other regional countries, 
to conduct more cooperation to maintain big 
transnational projects’ security. 



• Fourth, in other non-traditional security areas, 
China and Thailand also could conduct more 
cooperation, such as the environmental 
protection, the ecological security, the energy 
security, climate change, internet security, 
dealing with possible economic challenges. 

•




