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1.The China-Thailand Strategic Cooperation
under the Belt and Road Initiative

In the speech at Nazarbayev University in
2013, President Xi Jinping proposed to co-construct
“the Silk Road Economic Belt” by innovative
cooperation models.

Xi Jinping start with the cooperative principles
“To step up policy communication”, that is,
“Countries should have full discussions on
development strategies, work out plans and

measures for advancing regional cooperation”

Therefore, promoting the communication
and

cooperation

between

the

strategy

of

China’s Belt and Road initiative and the
national strategies, plans and policies of those

countries along the Belt and Road to achieve
win-win

outcomes,

is

not

only

a

critical

connotation of the Belt and Road strategy but
also a central factor for the countries along
the Belt and Road to become open and
cooperative.

加强战略合作的重要性

On September 4, 2016, President Xi
Jinping met in Hangzhou with Prime Minister
Prayuth of Thailand, who was attending the
G20 Hangzhou Summit as head of a guest
country.
Xi Jinping pointed out that China and
Thailand are like one family. Attaching great
importance to developing China-Thailand
friendly relations, China is willing to work
with Thailand to constantly push forward
bilateral comprehensive strategic
cooperation to new highs.
Xi Jinping said“The two countries
should enhance strategic communication
and the docking of development strategies.”

加强战略合作的重要性

On December 12th 2016, Premier Li
Keqiang met Premier Prawit ,he noted that
China and Thailand enjoy a profound
friendship and the development strategy
between the two countries is mutually
beneficial and complementary.

加强战略合作的重要性

On April 24th 2017, Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi reached a consensus
with Premier Prayuth that the two
countries should strengthen mutual
strategic cooperation,formulated the
Action
Plan
on
Thailand-China
Strategic Cooperation for 2017-2022,
and accelerate the docking of the Belt
and Road strategy and Eastern Economy
Corridor.

Thailand has been in lack of a stable
political environment for a long time due
to its lack of a legal and practical national
strategy,
Thailand and China are still in the stage of
mutual understanding, and they can not
working well in national strategies and

development objectives.
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2. History and Current Status of Thailand’s National
Strategy

After the Second World War the U.S.A. and
Thailand signed the “Military Assistance Agreement

and Economic Cooperation Agreement”.
agreement,

the

United

States

Under the

provided

financial

assistance to Thailand and provided technical support
and personnel training for Thailand.
But the United States and the World Bank required
Thailand to develop long-term government planning
and national economic and social development plans

as conditions for attaining these assistances.

Thai government was not in a position to
develop a national development plan. Therefore, at the
invitation of the Thai government, the World Bank sent
an expert delegation headed by Professor Paul T.

Ellsworth

from

the

University

of

Wisconsin

to

comprehensively investigate Thailand’s economy in
1957.
On

January

1st

1961,

"The

First

National

Economic and Social Development Plan" was formally
published. The plan took up a time span of 6 years, with
1961-1963 as the first stage, and 1964-1966 as the

second.

Four Stage of Thailand development plan.
The first stage: （First plan to 4th plan）
Economic infrastructure construction and natural resources development.
The second stage: （5th plan to 7th plan）
National industrialization, urbanization and the period of economic prosperity.
The third stage: （8th plan to 11th plan）

Economic recession, industrialization retrogression and development thinking change.
The four stage：（12th plan and future）
Industrial upgrading and innovation, science and technology and sustainable development.

The Twelfth National Economic and Social
Development Plan
Prayuth government approved to establish
National Strategy Drafting Committee for drafting
Thailand national strategy.

“ The Twelfth National Economic and Social
Development Plan” drafted by National Economy
and Society Development Committee is planned to be
effected from October 1st ,2016 to September
30th2021

The

2016

Constitution

which

is

the

20th

constitution in Thailand, involves the national strategy
and development plans which was never happened
before, and stipulates that government policies must be
in align with the national strategy and development
plans for the first time in Thailand history.

Form1-1 Related Sections and Contents Involving National Strategy and
Development Plan in the 2017 Constitution of Thailand
Sections
Preamble

Contents
…pursuant to the provisions of the Constitution of the Kingdom of
Thailand (Interim), B.E.2557, with a view to serving as a framework for
national development under the policy of the State and the national

strategy

thereafter any ruler of the country may further formulate
appropriate policies and procedures.
Section 65

Section 65

The state shall develop a national strategy as the goal for
sustainable development of the country based on the principle of good
governance with a view to serving as a framework for coherent and
integrated planning of all kinds that give rise to a mutual force towards
such goal,
Development, determination of the goal, period of the required to
achieve the goal, and due essence of the national strategy shall be in
accordance with the rule and procedure prescribed by law. In this regard,
such law shall contain the provisions concerning participation of and
consolation with people in all sectors throughout.
Sources: The 2017 Constitution of Thailand

Form1-1 Related Sections and Contents Involving National Strategy and
Development Plan in the 2017 Constitution of Thailand
Sections
Section 65

Contents
The national strategy shall enter into force upon its publication in the
government gazette.

Section 142

The introduction of an annual appropriations bill shall also
demonstrate sources of income and revenue estimates, expected
outcomes or benefits from the spending of state funds, and consistency
with the national strategy and various development plans, according
to the rules prescribed in the law on state fiscal discipline.

Section 162

The council of ministers which will assure the administration of the
state affairs shall, within 15 days as from the date it takes office, state its
policies to the national assembly in compliance with the duties of the
state and the national strategy, and shall demonstrate the sources
of revenue for spending on the implementation thereof, with no passing
of a resolution on the vote of confidence.
Sources: The 2017 Constitution of Thailand

Form1-1 Related Sections and Contents Involving National Strategy and
Development Plan in the 2017 Constitution of Thailand
Sections
Section 270

Contents
Other than the duties and powers as provided in the constitution, the
senators acquired pursuant to section 269 shall have duties and powers to
follow up, recommend, and accelerate the national reform for the
purpose of achieving the goal as prescribed in chapter 16 in respect of
the national reform and the formulation and implementation of a
national strategy. In this regard, the council of ministers shall inform
the progress of the implementation of the national reform plan to the
national assembly in every three months.

Section 275

The council of ministers shall complete the enactments of the law as
specified in section 65 paragraph two within one hundred and twenty
days as from the date of promulgation of this constitution, and the
formulation of a national strategy within one year as from the date
such law has entered into force.
Sources: The 2017 Constitution of Thailand

The 2017 Constitution of Thailand ensured the
position of national strategies and development plans
in legislation, illustrated their relationship with the
government and stressed they are legally binding upon
the government.
The 2017 Constitution of Thailand, embodying a
change of relationship between national strategies and
development plans and the government policy,
evolved into the development frame works for legally
constraining the government on policies and budgets
from nominal suggestive policies about country
development.

Form1-2 The Core Development direction Between Thailand's national strategy and
planning
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On June 30th2015, according to the
Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand
(Interim), B.E.2557(i.e. the 2014 Constitution),
Prayuth government approved to establish
National Strategy Drafting Committee for
drafting Thailand 20 Year National Strategy.

“20-Year National Strategy ” is
the first national plan for long-term
development in conformity with the
2017 Constitution of the Kingdom of
Thailand.
It mainly elaborated Thailand’s
national development theory and
development goals for the next 20
years from the economic and social
aspects.

In addition, Prayuth government put
forward “Thailand 4.0” for guiding Thailand
out of the middle-income trap and
promoting traditional manufacturing industry
which was depressed since the Asian
Financial Crisis.

Thailand government proposed to
construct Eastern Economy Corridor
(EEC) and to build super clusters and
economic zones of hi-tech industry to
support and promote Thailand 4.0.
The Council of Ministers of Thailand
Approved the Eastern Special Economic
Zone Act (EEC Act) October 4th, 2016.
And on January 17th 2017, Premier
Prayuth approved Eastern Economic
Corridor
Development
Project
according to the power vested by the
Constitution of the Kingdom of
Thailand (Interim) B.E. 2557 or the 2014
Constitution.

Among the strategies, “Thailand
1.0” represented agriculture era,
“Thailand 2.0” was light industries
era, “Thailand 3.0” was about heavy
industries and “Thailand 4.0” is the
innovation era.
“Thailand 4.0” aims to develop
First S-curve and New S-curve
industry by science and technology
innovation and human capital.

3. Prospects for China-Thailand Cooperation on
National Strategies

Form1-3 Direction of Cooperation Between Thailand and China’s
National Strategy And Planning
20 YEAR NATONAL
DEVELOPMENT
STRATEGY

THE 13th PLAN OF
CHINA

THE TWELETH
NATIONAL PLAN
the belt and road

Thailand 4.0

EEC

Joint Action Plan on
Thailand-China Strategic
Cooperation

Made in China 2025

Similar Key Areas in the 12th NESDP of Thailand and the 13th 5-year Plan of China

The Twelfth National Economic and
Social Development Plan (NESDP)

The 13th Five-Year Plan for Economic and Social
Development of The People’s Republic of China

1

human capital will be enhanced and its
potential will be developed

Prioritizing Human Resource Development

2

ensuring fairness and reducing social
disparities

3

strengthening of Thailand’s economy
on a sustainable basis
Eco–friendly growth

Advancing coordinated development between rural and
urban area, narrowing the gap between rich and poor,
improving the social security system, securing the basic
rights of women and disabled
Strengthening and maintaining the basic economy
system
Eco–friendly growth for sustainable development and
international warming
improving public and national security system

4
5

promoting national stability for
prosperity and sustainability
Sources： The Twelfth National Economic And Social Development Plan ; The 13th 5-year Plan for
Economic And Social Development Of The People’s Republic Of China

Similar Key Areas in the 12th NESDP of Thailand and the 13th 5-year Plan of China

The Twelfth National Economic and
Social Development Plan (NESDP)
6

The 13th Five-Year Plan for Economic and Social
Development of The People’s Republic of China

Public administration, corruption
Strengthening Party Conduct, Government Integrity and
prevention, and good governance in
the Fight against Corruption
Thai society
7
Advancing infrastructure and logistics
constructing modern infrastructure network
8
Development of science, technology,
Strengthening the science innovation industries
research, and innovation
9
Regional, urban and economic zone
Building harmonious city, optimized city layout
development
10
International cooperation for
Assuming International Responsibilities and Obligation
development
Sources： The Twelfth National Economic And Social Development Plan ; The 13th 5-year Plan for
Economic And Social Development Of The People’s Republic Of China

In drafting “Thailand 4.0”, Thailand
made references to “Made in China
2025” strategy and other industry 4.0
strategies worldwide, which laida
foundation for economic cooperation
between
China
and
Thailand.
“Thailand 4.0” and “Made in China
2025”
share
similarity
and
complementarity among their ten key
development areas, which provide
great
possibility
in
win-win
cooperation.

Ten Key Areas in “Thailand 4.0” and “Made in China 2025”
Thailand 4.0

Made in China 2025

1

Digital industry

New information technology

2

Automation and robotics

Numerical control tools and robotics

3

Aviation and logistics

Aerospace aeronautical equipment

4

Medical center

5

New generation vehicles industry

Biomedicine and high-performance
medical equipment
Energy saving and new energy vehicles

6

Food processing

Agricultural equipment

7

intelligent electronics

Power equipment

8

Biochemistry and bioenergy

New material

9

Biological science and agriculture

10

Ocean engineering equipment and hitech ship
Modern railway equipment

The high-end tourism and medical
tourism
Sources: “Thailand 4.0” and “Made in China 2025”

on April 17, 2012, China and Thailand signed Joint Action Plan on Thailand-China
Strategic Cooperation (2012-2016). On April 19, 2012, China and Thailand issued the Joint
Statement on the Establishment of Comprehensive Strategic Cooperation, elevating their
relations to the "comprehensive strategic partnership".

China and Thailand signed the Joint Action Plan on Chinese-Thai Strategic Cooperation
in 2013 and held regular strategic dialogue meetings.
On July 24, 2017, during Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi’s visiting to Thailand,
Minister of Foreign Affairs Don Pamaweexpressed his support for theJoint Action Plan on
Chinese-Thai Strategic Cooperation.

Recommendations

In terms of policy . Thailand and China both countries are developing countries , facing
the s similar opportunities and challenges, make common national development and
development together can make both countries benefit. Thailand and China government
should focus on the close combination of 12th NESDP of Thailand and the 13th 5-year Plan
of China ,or “Thailand 4.0” and “Made in China 2025”. Also Thailand and China
government should focus on the Sufficiency Economy Philosophy” and Sustainable
development concept of China.
Cooperation on national development strategy and development thinking can make
Thailand and China Increase cooperation opportunities , reducing repeated competition and
realizing regional common development.
It’s necessary for Thailand and China to flow the Action Plan on Thailand-China Strategic
Cooperation for 2017-2022，and add more new common deal . Thailand can use the Action
Plan to develop more feasible national development plan.

In terms of practice, Thailand and China should promote and support trade and
investment. Achieve complemented at technology ,industry, resources between both country.
Thailand should amply introduce EEC to China to make the development policy,
development model and preferential be understood deeply. Through the intergovernmental
project cooperation G2G to attract more Chinese enterprises which have highly scientific
research capabilities into EEC, in order to promote the development of science and
technology in Thailand, and promote Thailand’s industry to complete transformation and
upgrading successfully. Thailand should keep good relationship with the relevant departments
of the Chinese government through Thailand BOI office in China .Encouraging more and
more Chinese enterprises to invest in EEC.
China should seize the opportunities brought by the EEC of Thailand, expand invest in
Thailand, solve the excess production capacity problem, take Thailand as the center to
expand Southeast Asian market.

In terms of academic, China should strengthen the study of Thailand's 20 years
strategy , deepen the understanding of Thailand's national development strategy. In terms of
development ideology, China should make a systematic study of Thailand's 4.0 strategy and
adequate economic ideas, so as to strengthen the prediction of the future development
process of Thailand. In terms of government policy, China should go deep into
comprehension of the EEC and special economic zones policies in Thailand, in order to
promote Chinese institutions and enterprises cooperate with Thailand more targeted.
Thailand should strengthen the study of The 13th 5-year Plan for Economic And Social
Development Of The People’s Republic Of China and “Made in China 2025” strategy, study
the effective of Action Plan on Thailand-China Strategic Cooperation for 2017-2022 , and
realize the transformation of scientific research achievements as soon as possible provide
guidance for the government and enterprises.
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